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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-2, 7-12, and 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent Publication 2004/0044732 to Fushiki et al. (Fushiki), in 
view of US Patent 7,271 ,809 to Fedorovskaya et al. (Fedorovskaya). 

Regarding claim 1, Fushiki teaches an information processing system (Para. 
0029, II. 1-3, & figure 6). 

In addition Fushiki teaches a first information processing apparatus (606a, or b) 
for receiving a first content (figure 7, step 702); and a second information processing 
apparatus (604) for transmitting the first content (figure 7, step 702) to the first 
information processing apparatus (606a, or b); the first information processing 
apparatus (606a, or b) comprising, receiving means (inherent because 606a, or b 
receives from 604 via 602) for receiving the first content (figure 7, step 702) from the 
second information processing apparatus (604) (Para. 0076, 12-14). 

In addition Fushiki teaches the second information processing apparatus (604) 
comprising, first acquisition means for acquiring the first content (see image server on 
604), second acquisition means for acquiring a second content (figure 7, step 706). 



Application/Control Number: 10/633,287 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2423 

Fushiki teaches storing the list of modifications made to the images by client and 
in return effecting the changes to the images and transmitting the corrected images an 
the edit list to the client (figure 7, steps 714, & 716) which meets "synthesis means for 
combining the second content (edit list) with the first content in units of tiles (image 
(image is a portion of a screen or frame)) and second transmission means for 
transmitting a resultant content obtained by combining the second content with the first 
content by the synthesis means, to the first information processing apparatus". 

However, Fushiki is silent on wherein a ranking and popularity are associated 
with each tile, the ranking having a predetermined associated content. 

In a similar field of endeavor Fedorovskaya teaches ranking images as favorites 
based on the degree of preference of a user (column 9, 8-17) which meets "wherein a 
ranking and popularity are associated with each tile, the ranking having a predetermined 
associated content". 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the system of Fushiki to include wherein a 
ranking and popularity are associated with each tile, the ranking having a predetermined 
associated content as taught by Fedorovskaya in order to support behavioral image 
editing, thereby allowing the selection of favorite images based on user behavior or 
mood. 

Regarding claim 2, Fushiki teaches an information processing method for an 
information processing system (figure 7, entire). 
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In addition Fushiki teaches a first information processing apparatus (606a, or b) 
for receiving a first content (figure 7, step 702); and a second information processing 
apparatus (604) for transmitting the first content (figure 7, step 702) to the first 
information processing apparatus (606a, or b); an information processing method for the 
first information processing apparatus (606a, or b) comprising, a receiving step of 
receiving the first content from the second information processing apparatus (604) 
(figure 7, step 702). 

In addition Fushiki teaches an information processing method for the second 
information processing apparatus (604) (figure 7, step 706), comprising, a first 
acquisition step of acquiring the first content (image has to be acquired see figure 1, 
label 192), a second acquisition step of acquiring a second content (edit list) (figure 7, 
step 706). 

Fushiki teaches storing the list of modifications made to the images by client and 
in return effecting the changes to the images and transmitting the corrected images an 
the edit list to the client (figure 7, steps 714, & 716) which meets "a synthesis step of 
combining the second content with the first content in units of tiles and a second 
transmission step of transmitting a resultant content obtained by combining the second 
content with the first content by the process of the synthesis step, to the first information 
processing apparatus". 

However, Fushiki is silent on wherein a ranking and popularity are associated 
with each tile, the ranking having a predetermined associated content. 
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In a similar field of endeavor Fedorovskaya teaches ranking images as favorites 
based on the degree of preference of a user (column 9, 8-17) which meets "wherein a 
ranking and popularity are associated with each tile, the ranking having a predetermined 
associated content". 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the method of Fushiki to include wherein a 
ranking and popularity are associated with each tile, the ranking having a predetermined 
associated content as taught by Fedorovskaya in order to support behavioral image 
editing, thereby allowing the selection of favorite images based on user behavior or 
mood. 

Regarding claim 7, Fushiki teaches an information processing apparatus (Para. 
0029, II. 1-3, & figure 6). 

In addition Fushiki teaches first acquisition means for acquiring a first content 
(604 acquires images from image server see figure 6); second acquisition means for 
acquiring a second content (604 receives edit list from clients 606a, or b see figure 7, 
step 706). 

Fushiki teaches storing the list of modifications made to the images by client and 
in return effecting the changes to the images and transmitting the corrected images an 
the edit list to the client (figure 7, steps 714, & 716) which meets "synthesis means for 
combining the second content with the first content in units of tile's; and transmission 
means for transmitting a resultant content obtained by combining the second content 
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with the first content in units of tiles by the synthesis means, to another information 
processing apparatus". 

However, Fushiki is silent on wherein a ranking and popularity are associated 
with each tile, the ranking having a predetermined associated content. 

In a similar field of endeavor Fedorovskaya teaches ranking images as favorites 
based on the degree of preference of a user (column 9, 8-17) which meets "wherein a 
ranking and popularity are associated with each tile, the ranking having a predetermined 
associated content". 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the system of Fushiki to include wherein a 
ranking and popularity are associated with each tile, the ranking having a predetermined 
associated content as taught by Fedorovskaya in order to support behavioral image 
editing, thereby allowing the selection of favorite images based on user behavior or 
mood. 

Regarding claim 8, Fushiki teaches an information processing apparatus (604), 
further comprising receiving means for receiving information of a tile (edit list) being 
displayed by the another information processing apparatus (606a, or b), from the 
another information processing apparatus (figure 7, step 706). 

In addition Fushiki teaches selection means (inherent in 604 to select content 
based on received edit list for correction) for selecting the second content to be 
combined with the first content, according to the information of the tile, received by the 
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receiving means, wherein the synthesis means combines the second content selected 
by the selection means with the first content (figure 7, steps 714, & 716). 

Regarding claim 9, Fushiki teaches an information processing apparatus, further 
comprising holding means (inherent in 604 to store received edit list to effect 
corrections) for holding information of a specific tile specified in advance among tiles, 
wherein the synthesis means replaces a part of the first content, corresponding to the 
specific tile with the second content (figure 7, steps 714, & 716). 

Regarding claim 10, Fushiki teaches storing the list of modifications made to the 
images by client and in return effecting the changes to the images and transmitting the 
corrected images an the edit list to the client (figure 7, steps 714, & 716). 

However, is silent on calculating means for calculating the popularity of the 
specific tile according to the information of the tile, wherein the second content is 
selected according to the popularity. 

In a similar field of endeavor Fedorovskaya teaches ranking images as favorites 
for selection based on the degree of preference of a user (column 9, 8-17) which meets 
"calculating means for calculating the popularity of the specific tile according to the 
information of the tile, wherein the second content is selected according to the 
popularity". 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the system of Fushiki to include calculating 
means for calculating the popularity of the specific tile according to the information of 
the tile, wherein the second content is selected according to the popularity as taught by 
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Fedorovskaya in order to support behavioral image editing, thereby allowing the 
selection of favorite images based on user behavior or mood. 

Regarding claim 11, Fushiki teaches an information processing method for an 
information processing apparatus for transmitting a content to another information 
processing apparatus (Para. 0029, II. 1-3, & figure 6). 

In addition Fushiki teaches a first acquisition step of acquiring a first content 
(604 acquires images from image server see figure 6); a second acquisition step of 
acquiring a second content (604 receives edit list from clients 606a, or b see figure 7, 
step 706). 

In addition Fushiki teaches a transmission step of transmitting a resultant content 
obtained by combining the second content with the first content in units of tiles by the 
process of the synthesis step, to the another information processing apparatus; a 
synthesis step of combining the second content with the first content in units of tiles 
(figure 7, 714, & 716 (teaches storing the list of modifications made to the images by 
client and in return effecting the changes to the images and transmitting the corrected 
images an the edit list to the client)). 

Fushiki is silent on wherein a ranking and popularity are associated with each 
tile, the ranking having a predetermined associated content. 

In a similar field of endeavor Fedorovskaya teaches ranking images as favorites 
based on the degree of preference of a user (column 9, 8-17) which meets "wherein a 
ranking and popularity are associated with each tile, the ranking having a predetermined 
associated content". 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the method of Fushiki to include wherein a 
ranking and popularity are associated with each tile, the ranking having a predetermined 
associated content as taught by Fedorovskaya in order to support behavioral image 
editing, thereby allowing the selection of favorite images based on user behavior or 
mood. 

Regarding claim 12, Fushiki teaches a program storage medium having stored 
therein a computer-readable program for an information processing apparatus for 
transmitting a content to another information processing apparatus (Para. 0029, II. 1-3, 
& figure 6). 

In addition Fushiki teaches a first acquisition step of acquiring a first content 
(604 acquires images from image server see figure 6); a second acquisition step of 
acquiring a second content (604 receives edit list from clients 606a, or b see figure 7, 
step 706). 

In addition Fushiki teaches a synthesis step of combining the second content 
with the first content in units of tiles, and a transmission step of transmitting a resultant 
content obtained by combining the second content with the first content in units of tiles 
by the process of the synthesis step, to the another information processing apparatus 
(figure 7, 714, & 716 (teaches storing the list of modifications made to the images by 
client and in return effecting the changes to the images and transmitting the corrected 
images an the edit list to the client)). 
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Fushiki is silent on wherein a ranking and popularity are associated with each 
tile, the ranking having a predetermined associated content. 

In a similar field of endeavor Fedorovskaya teaches ranking images as favorites 
based on the degree of preference of a user (column 9, 8-17) which meets "wherein a 
ranking and popularity are associated with each tile, the ranking having a predetermined 
associated content". 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the method of Fushiki to include wherein a 
ranking and popularity are associated with each tile, the ranking having a predetermined 
associated content as taught by Fedorovskaya in order to support behavioral image 
editing, thereby allowing the selection of favorite images based on user behavior or 
mood. 

Regarding claim 14, Fushiki teaches an information processing apparatus, 
further comprising a display means for outputting a screen divided into a plurality of tiles 
(computer monitor see figure 606a, or b). 

Regarding claim 15, Fushiki is silent on an information processing apparatus, 
wherein the calculating means calculates the popularity of the specific tile based on 
information of an adjacent tile. 

In a similar field of endeavor Fedorovskaya teaches ranking images as favorites 
based on the degree of preference of a user (column 9, 8-17) which meets "an 
information processing apparatus, wherein the calculating means calculates the 
popularity of the specific tile based on information of an adjacent tile". 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the system of Fushiki to include an information 
processing apparatus, wherein the calculating means calculates the popularity of the 
specific tile based on information of an adjacent tile as taught by Fedorovskaya in order 
to support behavioral image editing, thereby allowing the selection of favorite images 
based on user behavior or mood. 

3. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fushiki, in view of US Patent 6,587,156 to Stubler. (Stubler), in view of Fedorovskaya. 

Regarding claim 3, Fushiki teaches an information processing apparatus (Para. 
0029, II. 1-3, & figure 6). 

In addition Fushiki teaches receiving means for receiving a content from another 
information processing apparatus (606a, or b receives from 604 therefore receiving 
means is inherent in 606a, or b see figure 6). 

In addition Fushiki teaches transmission means for transmitting the information of 
the tile held by a holding means to the another information processing apparatus (604 
transmits the image to 606a or b from image data server which is a component of 604 
see (figure 6, & Para. 0076)). 

Fushiki is silent on detection means for detecting a tile being displayed in the 
content, wherein a ranking and popularity are associated with the tile, the ranking 
having a predetermined associated content; holding means for holding information of 
the tile detected by the detection means. 
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In a similar field of endeavor Stubler teaches detection means for detecting a tile 
being displayed in the content (S4); holding means for holding information of the tile 
detected by the detection means (S8) (figure 1, the process of comparison make 
holding means inherent because the information has to be held in memory to be 
compared). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the system of Fushiki to include detection means 
for detecting a tile being displayed in the content; holding means for holding information 
of the tile detected by the detection means as taught by Stubler in order to support 
automatic tile detection, thereby allowing for drawing a bindery between digitized 
videos. 

Fushiki and Stubler are silent on wherein a ranking and popularity are associated 
with the tile, the ranking having a predetermined associated content. 

In a similar field of endeavor Fedorovskaya teaches ranking images as favorites 
based on the degree of preference of a user (column 9, 8-17) which meets "wherein a 
ranking and popularity are associated with the tile, the ranking having a predetermined 
associated content". 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the system of Fushiki and Stubler to include 
wherein a ranking and popularity are associated with each tile, the ranking having a 
predetermined associated content as taught by Fedorovskaya in order to support 
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behavioral image editing, thereby allowing the selection of favorite images based on 
user behavior or mood. 

Regarding claim 4, Fushiki teaches an information processing method for an 
information processing apparatus for receiving a content from another information 
processing apparatus (Para. 0030, entire, & figure 7). 

In addition Fushiki teaches a receiving step of receiving a content from the 
another information processing apparatus (figure 7, step 702). 

In addition Fushiki teaches a transmission step of transmitting the information of 
the tile held by the process of a holding step to the another information processing 
apparatus (604 transmits the image to 606a or b from image data server which is a 
component of 604 see (figure 6, & Para. 0076)). 

Fushiki is silent on a detection step of detecting a tile being displayed in the 
content, wherein a ranking and popularity are associated with the tile, the ranking 
having a predetermined associated content; a holding step of holding information of the 
tile detected by the process of the detection step. 

In a similar field of endeavor Stubler teaches a detection step of detecting a tile 
being displayed in the content (S4); a holding step of holding information of the tile 
detected by the process of the detection step (S8) (figure 1 , the process of comparison 
make holding step inherent because the information has to be held in memory to be 
compared). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the method of Fushiki to include detection step 
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of detecting a tile being displayed in the content; a holding step of holding information of 
the tile detected by the process of the detection step as taught by Stubler in order to 
support automatic tile detection, thereby allowing for drawing a bindery between 
digitized videos. 

Fushiki and Stubler are silent on wherein a ranking and popularity are associated 
with the tile, the ranking having a predetermined associated content. 

In a similar field of endeavor Fedorovskaya teaches ranking images as favorites 
based on the degree of preference of a user (column 9, 8-17) which meets "wherein a 
ranking and popularity are associated with the tile, the ranking having a predetermined 
associated content". 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the method of Fushiki and Stubler to include 
wherein a ranking and popularity are associated with each tile, the ranking having a 
predetermined associated content as taught by Fedorovskaya in order to support 
behavioral image editing, thereby allowing the selection of favorite images based on 
user behavior or mood. 

Regarding claim 5, Fushiki teaches a program storage medium having stored 
therein a computer-readable program for an information processing apparatus for 
receiving a content from another information processing apparatus (Para. 0030, entire, 
& figure 7). 

In addition Fushiki teaches a receiving step of receiving a content from another 
information processing apparatus (figure 7, step 702). 
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In addition Fushiki teaches a transmission step of transmitting the information of 
the tile held by the process of a holding control step to the another information 
processing apparatus (604 transmits the image to 606a or b from image data server 
which is a component of 604 see (figure 6, & Para. 0076)). 

Fushiki is silent on a detection step of detecting a tile being displayed in the 
content, wherein a ranking and popularity are associated with the tile, the ranking 
having a predetermined associated content; a holding control step of controlling the 
holding of information of the tile detected by the process of the detection step. 

In a similar field of endeavor Stubler teaches a detection step of detecting a tile 
being displayed in the content (S4); a holding control step of controlling the holding of 
information of the tile detected by the process of the detection step (S8) (figure 1 , the 
process of comparison make holding step inherent because the information has to be 
held in memory to be compared). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the method of Fushiki to include a detection step 
of detecting a tile being displayed in the content; a holding control step of controlling the 
holding of information of the tile detected by the process of the detection step as taught 
by Stubler in order to support automatic tile detection, thereby allowing for drawing a 
bindery between digitized videos. 

Fushiki and Stubler are silent on wherein a ranking and popularity are associated 
with the tile, the ranking having a predetermined associated content. 
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In a similar field of endeavor Fedorovskaya teaches ranking images as favorites 
based on the degree of preference of a user (column 9, 8-17) which meets "wherein a 
ranking and popularity are associated with the tile, the ranking having a predetermined 
associated content". 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the method of Fushiki and Stubler to include 
wherein a ranking and popularity are associated with each tile, the ranking having a 
predetermined associated content as taught by Fedorovskaya in order to support 
behavioral image editing, thereby allowing the selection of favorite images based on 
user behavior or mood. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANTHONY BANTAMOI whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-3581 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Koenig can be reached on (571) 272 7296. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Anthony Bantamoi 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2423 

/Anthony Bantamoi/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2423 

/Andrew Y Koenig/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2423 



